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PROCLAMATION 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 2026 

WHEREAS, Marti n Luther K ing Jr. Day, observed on the third Monday of January, honors the l ife and legacy of 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther K ing Jr., whose leadership transformed the fight for racial, economic, and social justice in the 
United States: and 

WHEREAS, Dr. K ing, a minister, scholar, and global ad vocate for human rights was born January 15. 1929, in A tlanta. 
Georgia. He ded icated his l i fe to a philosophy of nonviolence and bui lding a future e111bodied by the Beloved Com111un ity, 
his vision of our society achievable through a fundamental transformation or hearts and syste111s alike; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. K ing·s words inspired countless ind ividuals to participate in change. most notably with his "I 

I lave A Drea111·· address, establishing him as a national symbol of hope and reminding the country of its responsibili ty to 
fulfill its foundational promises; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. K ing·s leadership and advocacy helped to move the government into action, securing landmark civi l 

rights legislat ion including the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which prohibited segregation and employment d iscrimination. the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 which protected voting r ights, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968 wh ich prohibited housing 
discrimination; and 

WHEREAS, at the age of thirty- fi ve. Dr. King received the esteemed Nobel Peace Prize and gained an international 
platform that he used to connect the issues of mi l itarism. racism and materialism. Wh ile controversial and unpopular at 
the t ime, Dr. K ing pushed for an encl to the V ietnam war through his peeches and anti-war demonstrations while also 
addressing class exploitation by creating the Poor People·s Ca111paign: and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Manin Luther King Jr. brought his 111ission of advancing justice to Joliet during his visi t on June 
4. 1965 when he spoke at a rally at Memorial Stacliu111. calling on the co111munity to embrace racial integration and a true 
brotherhood grounded in moral and ethical action; and 

WHEREAS, this holiday is the nation's only federal day of service. Dr. K ing·s dream of a j ust and inc lusive 
society remains a guiding light for generations. yet the work of turning that dream into a real ity remains un fin ished: and 

WHEREAS, racism and inequities persist in housing, wages, educat ion, hea lth, and access to opport unity. I !is legacy 
urges us to confront these injustices and work together toward a society rooted in dignity, equity, and 
shared humanity; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Joliet Township Government proc laims January 19. 2026, 
as Martin Luther King J,·. Day in Joliet Township. and encourages all residents to honor Dr. K ing through reflection, 
service, and continued commitment to justice for all. 

ADOPTED this 13'" day of January of 2026. 7 
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